
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Framing the Argument for Renewable Energy 

 in South Dakota  
By Carrie Johnson, Yankton, SD 

 

 South Dakota’s current wind energy potential remains 

underutilized. Despite its abundant wind potential, the state 

ranks a mere 19
th

 in installed wind energy generation.   

 Technical challenges—such as lack of access to electrical 

load centers and a sufficient transmission infrastructure to 

absorb large-scale wind development—are partially 

responsible. However, we may benefit from examining what 

leading wind energy producing states have done to stimulate 

wind energy development. Observing these states reveals a 

strong correlation between installed wind energy capacity and 

ambitious renewable energy policies. Keeping this correlation 

in mind, it’s important for supporters of wind energy in South 

Dakota to ask how receptive is the South Dakota Legislature 

to renewable energy policy legislation and what would be the 

most effective approach to gain support for such policies? 

 While serving as a legislative fellow during the 2009 

South Dakota State Legislature, I explored those questions. I 

developed a survey to evaluate how great a priority wind 

energy development was to state legislators. I also examined 

what factors were driving their support and whether they 

would be willing to enact public policy to stimulate its 

development. The online survey’s ten questions sought to 

gauge the views of legislators on a variety of topics, including 

economic development, climate change, and the importance 

of renewable energy public policy. The survey received a 

response rate of 80 percent from House of Representative 

members (56/70) and 77 percent from Senate members 

(27/35) over two weeks. 

 The survey responses showed that our legislators are very 

concerned about economic development in the state, but 

generally do not prioritize large global environmental issues, 

such as climate change. Arguments for renewable energy 

legislation that point to improving the environment and 

reducing carbon emissions have significantly less salience 

among state legislators. The results from the survey reiterate 

the importance of economic arguments when pushing an 

environmental policy agenda in South Dakota. (cont., p. 2)  
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South Dakota Wild Grassland 

Coalition: National Grassland 

Heritage Proposal Update 
 

 The South Dakota Wild Grassland 

Coalition thanks you for your continued 

support of the campaign to designate 

existing federal lands in southwestern 

South Dakota as wilderness. It’s been a 

long time coming, but we feel confident 

our congressional delegation will finally 

consider introducing legislation to create 

America’s first national grassland 

wilderness right here in Buffalo Gap 

National Grassland. We must keep up a 

statewide drumbeat of support to ensure 

this. 

 That’s where you come in: we need 

South Dakota Resources Coalition 

members’ help turning up the heat! 

Please take a few moments to call or 

contact online Sens. Johnson and Thune 

and Rep. Herseth Sandlin (see back page 

for contact info). We need everyone’s 

help letting our elected leaders know 

we’ve waited long enough to make 

grassland wilderness a reality.  

 If you live in Pennington or Custer 

County, please contact your county 

commissioners. The message is simple: 

just tell your elected officials you 

support the wilderness designation in 

parts of Buffalo Gap National Grassland 

(Indian Creek, Red Shirt and Chalk 

Hills). Do you seek an ATV-free 

hunting experience? Then tell them you 

think it’s important that Indian Creek 

Road be closed to motorized recreation 

vehicles. Or tell them other reasons 

wilderness is important to you and your 

family. Tell them to protect special 

places for outdoor activities like hiking, 

camping, horseback riding and packing, 

canoeing and birdwatching. (cont., p. 2) 
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Renewable Energy (cont. from p. 1): Supporters of wind 

energy must remember that economic development is the 

driving political force behind new progressive wind energy 

policies. Wind energy has wide support among legislators, 

with 70 percent of Senate and 87 percent of House 

respondents saying wind energy is either “very important” or 

“important” to the state’s economic development future. 

When asked, “How important is state policy in helping to 

stimulate wind energy growth in South Dakota,” 81 percent 

of Senate and 89 percent of House respondents answered 

either “very important” or “important.” These findings 

suggest that a majority of legislators would consider enacting 

renewable energy policy—and possibly other energy 

efficiency policies—given sufficient proof these policies 

would lead to economic gains. 

 Despite greater climate change awareness fueling demand 

for wind energy nationwide, many South Dakota legislators 

remain skeptical of the existence or severity of climate 

change. According to the survey, 44 percent of Senate 

respondents answered that they did not believe in 

anthropogenic climate change and 49 percent of House 

respondents answered that they either did “not believe 

climate change exists” or did not believe in anthropogenic 

climate change (with 7 and 11 percent in the Senate and 

House, respectively, answering either “I don’t know” or “no 

answer”). When asked about the construction of new coal-

fired power plants and the effect on the environment, around 

half of the Senate and House respondents said they either 

were “not very concerned” or had “no concern.” These 

responses reveal the limited effectiveness that climate 

change-related arguments would have on our legislators. 

 South Dakota’s economy has much to gain from wind 

energy-related manufacturing and the increased tax revenue 

from wind energy development. Our legislators generally 

support wind energy, but economic arguments take priority 

over environmental arguments. However, for South Dakota 

to take the lead in wind energy, there may come a time when 

state leaders will need to look beyond the economic benefits 

and acknowledge the growing nation-wide concern for 

climate change that is fueling the demand for South Dakota’s 

wind resource.  
 

Carrie Johnson grew up in Yankton, SD and is a summa cum laude graduate of 

American University in Washington, DC. Carrie is a recent USA Today Top 20 

All-USA Academic All Star and a Morris K. Udall Scholar, a nationwide 

environmental leadership scholarship. Her senior honors capstone, “State-Level 

Renewable Energy Policy: The South Dakota Case Study,” was one of six to 

receive a university capstone award at graduation. She has presented her capstone 

research at conferences in Raleigh, NC; Chicago, IL; and Washington, DC.  

Grassland Update (cont. from p. 1): Tell 

them to protect open space and the 

Western way of life. Tell them to protect 

the chance for your children and 

grandchildren to experience prairie lands 

as Lewis and Clark did passing through 

South Dakota more than 200 years ago. 

Whatever your reasons, you’re critical to 

the success of this campaign. Our elected 

officials need to hear from you! 

 Our friend and supporter Tony Dean 

said it best when he told us, “This isn’t 

about me. I’ve had my time. This is about 

our children and grandchildren, and giving 

them the opportunity for a true wilderness 

hunt—one where you don’t have to worry 

about an ATV coming over the next rise 

and scaring away the mule deer or 

pronghorn you’ve been stalking for 

hours.” 

 We greatly appreciate your help! Take 

a look at the Coalition website at 

www.sdwildgrassland.org, and contact 

Heather Morijah or Jim Margadant for 

more information. Let us know if you’d 

like us to provide a PowerPoint 

presentation at an upcoming club meeting 

or other get-together like Lions, Rotary, 

Optimists, Garden Club, Kiwanis, etc. 

Would you like to host a “house party” for 

a small group of friends or neighbors? Do 

you know civic leaders or business owners 

who’d be willing to write a letter on behalf 

of their organization or company? Would 

you write a letter to the editor or an op-ed 

piece for your community’s newspaper? 

We’re happy to help get you started! 
 

Contact your county commissions: 

 Pennington Co. Commission, 315 St. Joseph 
St., Suite 156, Rapid City, SD 57701. 605-
394-2171 

 Custer Co. Commission, 447 Crook St., 
Custer, SD 57730. 605-673-4959 

 

For more information and to get involved: 

 Heather Morijah, Grassroots Outreach 
Coordinator (Rapid City), South Dakota 
Wildlife Federation, 593-6072. 
sdwf.rc@gmail.com 

 Jim Margadant, Regional Conservation 
Coordinator (Rapid City), Sierra Club. 342-
2244 jim.margadant@sierraclub.org 
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Note:  At its August meeting, the 
SDRC board adopted as its new 

project to help SD realize the 
economic potential of distributed 
energy based upon renewables. 

Wind Power Takes Center Stage at State Fair 
 

 The state Public Utilities Commission (PUC) says wind energy 

production in South Dakota could easily double next year, with a 

billion dollar investment possible over the next two and a half 

years. State fairgoers had a unique opportunity to hear more about 

the state's potential for wind energy production when top experts 

come together on a wind panel at the fair in Huron on September 2.  

 Panel member Steve Wegman with the South Dakota Wind Energy Association says people often 

assume that wind power is a sleepy little business in South Dakota, but that in reality more than 550 

million dollars has already been invested. He says bigger investments will be realized when electrical 

transmission issues are resolved. 

 "That's because, if we don't have transmission 

for the power, we can only build so many wind 

farms in South Dakota, and then we're done. We 

need good government policies to build 

transmission means to move power out to markets. 

I always remind people that wind in South Dakota 

is like having a million bushels of corn in your 

backyard, and all you have is a five-gallon bucket 

to move it to Chicago. It isn't going to work." 

 According to Wegman, more than 1,000 

people are currently employed in the wind power 

industry in South Dakota. 

 Panel organizer Mitch Fargen, with the South 

Dakota Farmers Union, says many areas of 

economic expansion are possible with wind 

power, and South Dakota residents should 

understand that future growth isn't about building 

wind projects, but rather new industries that will 

create jobs. 

 "That means work on the transmission lines, as 

well as building the turbines here, and the 

maintenance and repair of them. Then there'd be 

the county jobs and manager jobs connected to 

Watertown Tech and Mitchell Tech and all these 

other schools and learning centers around South 

Dakota, that we could have potential students 

going to for jobs in the future." 

 Other panelists included Curt Eliason, 

manager of Energy Maintenance Services; Mike 

Twedt with South Dakota State University; Scott 

Parsley, assistant manager of East River Coop; Jay 

Protho, business developer manager for BP 

Alternative Energy; and Steve Scott, CEO of 

Outland Renewable Energy.  
 

source: SD Public News Service 

Made in America: Clean Energy to 

Create 5,000 Jobs in South Dakota 
 

 A group that's promoting more investment 

in renewable energy says that 5,000 jobs could 

be created in South Dakota with a transition to a 

clean energy economy. The remarks from Matt 

McGovern, South Dakota state director of 

Repower America, were made on August 21 at 

a “Made in America Jobs Tour” at the Knight 

and Carver Wind Group blade manufacturing 

facility in Howard SD. McGovern says the visit 

highlighted the importance of the American 

Clean Energy and Security Act, which is still 

pending in the U.S. Senate. Opponents say the 

legislation will raise household energy costs by 

up to $13,000 annually by 2015. However, 

McGovern says the non-partisan Congressional 

Budget Office released a study showing costs 

closer to $175 per household per year. 

 "That comes out to about 45 cents a day and 

that did not include money that will be refunded 

to help lower their bills. It also did not include 

the money that we'll be saving from the energy 

efficiency provisions. The costs are going to be 

pretty minimal and will have tremendous 

benefits in creating new jobs, helping us break 

our dependence on foreign oil and helping solve 

the climate crisis." 

 The clean energy legislation would give a 

jolt to the state's economy by creating new jobs 

in the state's wind energy industry, he adds, as 

well as other opportunities for workers to make 

homes and businesses more energy efficient. 

(continued on p. 4)  
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Clean Energy Jobs (cont. from p. 3): Doug Sombke, president of the South Dakota Farmers Union, 

says that in addition to promoting the cap-and-trade system that pays farmers to store carbon emissions, 

the legislation also creates another strong economic job engine for South Dakota's rural communities. 

 "I'm pretty excited about what can happen for these smaller communities. We've seen some of these 

people that are going to be here for a while actually buy homes in the communities... [they] are going to 

live here. A lot of good things are going to happen because of the development, not to mention the 

carbon credit cap-and-trade." 

 Repower's “Made in America Jobs Tour” in Howard was conducted as part of a national partnership 

with the Alliance for Climate Change and the Blue Green 

Alliance to promote a clean energy economy for the state and 

nation. A second tour is being planned for western South Dakota. 
 

source:  SD Public News Service, August 21, 2009 
 

New Jobs Blowing in the Wind for South Dakota 
 

 Good economic news is blowing in the wind for South 

Dakota. A new analysis from the Center for Rural Affairs says 

wind power and other energy renewables have huge potential for 

the Northern Plains. The analysis, which looked at Iowa, Kansas, 

Nebraska and South Dakota, says the American Clean Energy 

Leadership Act now in Congress would bring profound benefits, 

if it expands the production of renewable electricity to 20 percent 

of the nation's generation.  

 John Crabtree of the Center breaks it down for South Dakota: 

“It promises 3900 permanent jobs and 21 million dollars annually 

in payments to farmers and ranchers for using their land to put the 

turbines on. That sort of economic benefit makes this really the 

most significant jobs bill and economic development bill for rural 

South Dakota that Congress has debated this year, or actually 

probably for a number of years." 

 The Senate Energy Committee cut back the renewable 

electricity standard to nine percent, but Crabtree says an 

amendment is expected when the bill goes to the full Senate that 

would get it back closer to 20. 

 "That's really where the rub is; are the Senators in the Midwest 

and Great Plains, in states like South Dakota, going to stand up and 

say, 'Yes, we want a renewable standard at 20 percent because we 

want to reach the full energy potential of South Dakota and the full 

economic development potential'?" 

 Those opposing the 20 percent standard say it's going too far, 

too fast. Crabtree disagrees, saying the nation has to look out for 

future generations. He says a 20 percent renewable standard is a 

reasonable goal, and South Dakota is well positioned to play a big 

part of that energy future. 

 The report is online at http://files.cfra.org/pdf/Renewable-

Energy-and-Economic-Potential.pdf 
 

source:  SD Public News Service, August 24, 2009 

RAFFLE 
QUARTER ORGANIC BEEF 

from Johnson Farms of Madison 

$10/ticket 
only 100 chances to be sold 

Drawing in Fall 2009 
Proceeds go to Esther Edie 

Scholarship Fund 
Buy your ticket now! 

Contact SDRC 
928 4th Street, Office 4 
Brookings SD 57006 

 

SDRC Members Featured 

in South Dakota Magazine 
 

 Board member Charlie Johnson 

of rural Madison was one of the 

subjects of the article “Will We 

Change?” The article deals with 

South Dakota producers who are 

raising organic beef without 

hormones. Johnson has donated a 

quarter of his organic beef to 

SDRC’s raffle for the past three 

years. Charlie credits his father 

Bernard Johnson (a former SDRC 

board member now deceased) with 

starting the family farm on the 

organic movement in the late 

1960s. 

 Glenn Overby of rural Mellette 

was featured in the article “The 

Wheat Ritual”. The Overby wheat 

farm is now in its fifth generation. 

Glenn’s dad John was a pioneer 

wheat breeder. 
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Senator Johnson Awarded for Leadership in 

Preventing Wildlife from Becoming Endangered 
 

 Senator Tim Johnson (D-SD) was honored on August 4 by the Teaming With Wildlife Coalition and 

the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies for championing federal funding for state-based wildlife 

conservation as part of the Teaming With Wildlife Act, which he introduced in March 2009. Senator 

John Thune is also a co-sponsor of the Teaming with Wildlife Act. 

 The award recognizes the Senator’s leadership in supporting legislation to establish a first-of-its-kind 

funding program to help state fish and wildlife agencies further move their State Wildlife Action Plans 

into on-the-ground action to prevent at risk wildlife from becoming endangered nationwide. 

 "I am honored to receive this award 

from the Association of Fish and Wildlife 

Agencies,” Johnson said. “South Dakota 

has a deep history of appreciation for the 

outdoors and that’s why I introduced 

important legislation that will help 

preserve our wildlife.”  

 As introduced by Senator Johnson, the 

Teaming With Wildlife Act would provide 

$350 million annually over five years 

through a portion of the royalties collected 

from Outer Continental Shelf drilling and 

mineral development on federal land to 

help state agencies carry out their State 

Wildlife Action Plans, the primary, 

comprehensive conservation tool adopted 

in every state and territory to keep fish and 

wildlife healthy and off the list of 

threatened and endangered species.  

 “We are grateful to Senator Johnson 

for recognizing that taking action to 

conserve wildlife before it becomes endangered is environmentally sound and fiscally responsible to 

taxpayers, said Matt Hogan, Executive Director of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. “Once 

a species declines to the point of potential extinction, recovery 

efforts become risky and expensive. The Teaming With Wildlife 

Act is a major milestone in the effort to secure dedicated funding 

essential for state agencies’ fish and wildlife conservation 

efforts.”  

 In addition to state fish and wildlife agencies, the Teaming 

With Wildlife Act has the active support of the 6,100-member 

Teaming With Wildlife Coalition, which is the largest and most 

diverse wildlife conservation alliance ever assembled in the U.S. 

representing millions of birdwatchers, hikers, anglers, hunters, 

outdoor enthusiasts and conservation professionals.  

 To learn more about Teaming With Wildlife and State 

Wildlife Action Plans, visit www.teaming.com and 

www.wildlifeactionplans.org.  

Photo (l-r): Mark Humpert, AFWA Wildlife Diversity Director; Matt Hogan, 
AFWA Executive Director; Senator Tim Johnson; representing the 
Teaming With Wildlife Coalition, Laura Bies, Director of Government 
Affairs, The Wildlife Society; Derek Brockbank, Conservation Funding 
Campaign Director, National Wildlife Federation 

Data on Threatened Species 
  

 The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature lists the 
following percentages of various 
species as threatened: 

 Plants: 70% 

 Fish: 37% 

 Birds: 12% 

 Mammals: 21% 

 All organisms on Earth: 38% 
 

learn more online: iucnredlist.org 
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GLOBAL WARMING MYTH NUMBER 6: 

Accurate weather predictions a few days in advance are hard 

to come by. Why on earth should we have confidence in 

climate projections decades from now? 
  

FACT: Climate prediction is fundamentally different from 

weather prediction, just as climate is different from weather.  
 

 It is often more difficult to make an accurate weather forecast than a 

climate prediction. The accuracy of weather forecasting is critically dependent upon being able to 

exactly and comprehensively characterize the present state of the global atmosphere. Climate prediction 

relies on other, longer ranging factors. For instance, we might not know if it will be below freezing on a 

specific December day in New England, but we know from our understanding of the region's climate 

that the temperatures during the month will generally be low. Similarly, climate tells us that Seattle and 

London tend to be rainy, Florida and southern 

California are usually warm, and the Southwest is often 

dry and hot.  

 Today's climate models can now reproduce the 

observed global average climates over the past century 

and beyond. Such findings have reinforced scientist's 

confidence in the capacity of models to produce reliable 

projections of future climate. Current climate 

assessments typically consider the results from a range 

of models and scenarios for future heat-trapping 

emissions in order to identify the most likely range for 

future climatic change.  
 

Note: For 2009 each issue of ECO FORUM will debunk a global warming 

myth.  

 

Watermelon Juice: The New Fuel? 
Michael Reilly, Discovery News 

  

 A staple of backyard barbecues and summer time 

snacks, watermelon is also a promising new source of 

renewable energy. A new study finds leftover 

watermelons from farms' harvests could be converted 

into up to 2.5 million gallons of clean, renewable 

ethanol fuel every year.  

 Agriculturally, watermelon is a peculiar fruit—each 

year farmers across the country leave between 20 and 

40 percent of their crop to rot on the ground. These are 

the ugly ducklings of the lot; though perfectly fine on 

the inside, the misshapen or blemished melons simply 

won't sell at the grocery store.  

 "If a crow lands on a melon, takes two pecks at the 

rind, and then flies away, it's no good," Wayne Fish of 

the USDA in Lane, Oklahoma, said. (continued on p. 7) 

Air Pollution Linked to 

Diminishing IQ of Children 
 

 A new study published in the August 2009 

edition of Pediatrics shows a possible 

correlation between increased urban air 

pollution and decreased IQ points in children. 

The study sites polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons (PAHs), or "chemicals released 

into the air from the burning of coal, diesel, oil, 

and gas, or other organic substances such as 

tobacco" as the major perpetrators of inner-city 

air pollution, with a particular focus on motor 

vehicle use.  

 The study followed hundreds of expectant 

mothers in Washington Heights, Harlem, or the 

South Bronx in New York, and "the children 

were followed from in utero to 5 years of age," 

their mothers wearing personal air monitors 

during their pregnancy "to measure exposure to 

PAHs." At age 5, the children were given an 

intelligence test. Outside factors such as 

quality of childcare, second-hand smoke 

exposure, lead, and mother's education were 

taken into account. 140 of the 249 children 

tested were found to have had "high PAH 

exposure" and were found to have IQ points 

4.31-4.67 lower than their lesser-exposed 

peers, a figure that a doctor working on the 

project likened to "low-level lead exposure."  
 

Read more online: http://www.sciencedaily.com 

/releases/2009/07/090720111453.htm 
 

source: Environmental News Network, July 21, 2009 
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Watermelon Fuel (cont. from p. 6): Fish said, "I 

had farmers telling me, 'I'm leaving one-fifth of 

my melons on the land. Is there anything I can do 

with them?'" Across the United States, he 

estimated that 360,000 tons of watermelons spoil 

in fields every year. 

 Some local growers wondered whether the 

waste melons could be turned into ethanol, the 

clean-burning fuel derived from plant sugars. In a 

series of new experiments published in the latest 

Biotechnology for Biofuels, Fish and a team of 

researchers showed that they can.  

 What's more, watermelon juice may turn out 

to be the perfect way to optimize industrial-scale 

production of ethanol from corn, molasses and 

sugar cane. 

 Watermelon juice is about 10 percent sugar by 

volume, about half the concentration that 

manufacturers consider right for producing 

ethanol. But it's chock full of amino acids that 

provide a crucial source of nitrogen for yeast to 

feed on during fermentation. 

 The team calculated they could make about 

2.5 million gallons of ethanol each year from 

waste melons, a drop in the bucket of an industry 

that last year produced 9 billion gallons from corn 

and other feedstock in the United States alone. 

 But both corn and molasses require lots of 

water, and sometimes nitrogen supplements to 

prepare for fermentation. The team suggests that 

watermelon juice from reject melons could 

drastically cut down on water usage, supply 

needed nitrogen, and even add some sugar to the 

mix, cutting the amount of corn or molasses by up 

to 15 percent. 

 "This is not going to replace corn. In that 

sense it will remain a niche source of biofuel," 

said Jim Rausch, president of the College Station, 

Texas-based company Common Sense 

Agriculture, LLC, which is developing a 

prototype watermelon juice-to-ethanol processing 

plant. 

 "But unlike algae biodiesel or cellulosic 

ethanol, it's a right now thing. There's no new 

technology that needs to be developed to make it 

economical."  
 

source: Environmental News Network, August 26, 2009 

The Scoop on Mercury Thermostats 
by Jennifer Berry 

 

 With a growing number of states enacting 

thermostat recycling laws, information regarding 

these programs is becoming increasingly vital.  

Following suit, Earth911.com recently joined 

forces with the not-for-profit Thermostat 

Recycling Corporation (TRC) to increase its 

listings throughout the remainder of this year for 

thermostat recycling and disposal locations 

across the country. 

 Proper disposal of mercury thermostats is no 

small matter: WasteCap of Massachusetts 

estimates that one thermostat has the capacity to 

contaminate a 20-acre lake with enough mercury 

to result in a fish consumption warning.  

 According to Mark Tibbetts, executive 

director for TRC, “The primary mechanism for 

the program is to provide opportunities for 

HVAC contractors to dispose of those 

thermostats, as a vast majority are generally 

removed by tradesmen.” TRC has provided this 

form of collection for the last three years. 

 “The great thing about the program [for 

retailers], beyond the one-time initial 

participation fee of $25, it’s absolutely free. 

Increasing access, raising awareness and making 

it free makes it convenient and really will drive 

participation on the program,” said Tibbetts. 

 Tibbetts also added that due to the increase in 

do-it-yourself home repair, their program saw a 

need to expand these services to everyday 

consumers. 

 “If folks are aware of the program, it’s really 

easy and convenient and at no cost, then we 

believe that will be the incentive they need to do 

the right thing.... It’s perfectly safe hanging on 

the wall, but it should be recycled,” he added. 

“It’s the last piece of the puzzle.”  

 Although new mercury thermostats are 

virtually an obsolete product, TRC collected just 

a little more than 135,000 last year alone, and at 

an average of 3 grams of mercury per thermostat, 

that’s a significant reduction in landfilled 

mercury. 
 
source: Environmental News Network, July 13, 2009 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE SOUTH 

DAKOTA RESOURCES COALTION 
 
ECO FORUM is the monthly newsletter of the South Dakota 

Resources Coalition: a statewide coalition of organizations and 

individuals concerned with the enhancement of South Dakota’s 
environment and the wise use of its resources. The opinions 

expressed are not necessarily the opinions of SDRC or its member 
organizations. Articles and letters may be submitted for 

publication to ECO FORUM Editor, 928 4th St. #4, Brookings, 

SD, 57006-0066. We reserve the right to edit submissions and to 

delay their publication until there is space for them, if necessary. 

How to Reach Them! 
Senator Tim Johnson: 

136 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Washington, DC 20510-4103 

(202) 224-5842 (Washington) or (800) 537-0025 (SD field office) 

Washington fax: (202) 228-5765 

Web: johnson.senate.gov/contact 

Senator John Thune 
United States Senate SR-493, Washington, DC 20510 

(202) 224-2321 or (866) 850-3855 (both Washington) 

Washington fax: (202) 228-5429 

Web: thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Email 

Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin 
331 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 

(202) 225-2801 (Washington) or (866) 371-8747 (SD field office) 

Washington fax: (202) 225-5823 

Web: hersethsandlin.house.gov/contact2.htm 

President Barack Obama 
The White House, 1600 Penn. Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20500 

Comments: (202) 456-1111 or Switchboard: (202) 456-1414 

Web: www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

SOUTH DAKOTA RESOURCES COALITION OFFICERS 

 
PRESIDENT……………………LUANNE NAPTON (Brookings) 

VICE PRESIDENT……………..KAYE HUNT (Madison) 
SECRETARY/TREASURER…..LAWRENCE NOVOTNY   

       (Brookings)  

ECO FORUM EDITOR, 
PHOTOGRAPHER, 

and ADMIN ASSISTANT………C.A.HEIDELBERGER (Madison) 
 

 

 

 

How to Reach Us… (605) 697-6675 
South Dakota Resources Coalition 

928 4th
 
Street, Office 4, Brookings, SD 57006 

E-mail: sdrc@brookings.net 

Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs. 2-5 

South Dakota Resources Coalition 

928 4th Street, Office 4 

Brookings, SD 57006-0066 
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