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Goal Established for Edie Memorial Fund 
 

 SDRC board of directors encourages members and friends of SDRC to support the Esther Edie 

Memorial Fund. A contribution to the Esther Edie Memorial Fund would express significant support for 

the legacy of Esther Edie, one of the original founders of SDRC. Earnings from the fund will support 

annual scholarships to students showing evidence of interest in doing environmental work in South 

Dakota. Students, in their junior or senior year, attending a South Dakota college or university with a 

major in biology, wildlife, geography, sociology, or environmental science/law are eligible. 

 SDRC will award the 1st annual scholarship next April at the 2009 Earth Day Banquet. The annual 

SDRC Earth Day Banquet has and will continue to serve as a fundraising and recognition event for the 

Esther Edie Memorial Fund and scholarship. Your contribution to this effort would be both important to 

worthwhile students and meaningful to the legacy of Esther Edie. 

The academic success of students interested in environmental work 

illustrates an important aspect of SDRC as a coalition for resource 

protection and development. The number one resource in our state 

is the land itself and the bright young minds that live upon it. Honor 

Esther Edie by supporting our next generation. 

 The fund was established in 2007 with donations received in 

memorial of Esther Edie and with a generous donation from Safe 

Energy Alternatives. The SDRC board established a goal of raising 

$5000 in 2009 to add to the endowment. 

 All donations to the endowment fund are tax-deductible. Are 

you looking for a tax deduction at the end of this year? 

 Here is your opportunity. Make checks payable to SDRC 

Permanent Fund and send to SDRC, 928 4th Street, Office 4, 

Brookings SD 57006. 

 
Pew Commission Proves SDRC Right About CAFOs 

 

 Earlier this year, the Pew Commission on 

Industrial Farm Animal Production released a 

report based on two and a half years of research. 

Among the findings in the report are many 

unsustainable and undesirable conditions that 

SDRC predicted years ago during the battle to 

prevent corporate farming in South Dakota.  

 As the number of animals per farm has 

increased and the number of farms decreased, 

more and more animals have been crowded into 

confined animal feeding operations (CAFOs) 

where rapid disease transmission can quickly kill 

huge numbers of animals. The stress of such 

crowding can actually increase the incidence of 

disease. To combat this, the animals are regularly 

fed antibiotics of the same sort that are used to 

combat infection in human beings. This creates 

antibiotic resistance-super germs that are 

unaffected by antibiotics. We have already 

witnessed the deaths of a number of people due to 

antibiotic resistance. (continued on page 2) 
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Pew, CAFOs (Continued from page 1) 

 Packing huge numbers of animals into small areas 

turns manure, normally a valuable fertilizer, into a 

dangerous pollutant. It enters the ground water where it 

can contaminate enormous quantities of water for many 

years. It is known that manure polluted water can cause 

blue baby syndrome, and our state has recorded more 

than one blue baby syndrome death over the years. 

Massive collections of manure create massive quantities 

of gases that enter the air and cause respiratory 

ailments, especially in the very young and the very old. 

 Our environment suffers as much or more than our 

health from these confinement operations. The 

overwhelming quantities of chemicals and nutrients in 

the form of manure enter our lakes and streams, robbing 

them of oxygen and killing 

aquatic life. The livestock 

confined in CAFOs suffer 

as well. Penned or 

crowded to the point that 

the animals can’t turn 

around or lie down is so 

stressful that they are more 

susceptible to disease, and treating living creatures in 

such an inhumane way is certainly not ethical. 

Furthermore, studies have shown that better treatment 

of animals costs only a tiny bit more and that 

Americans are willing to pay that small amount.  

 Finally, CAFOs are a part of a system where 

contracts and markets are controlled by processors, 

leaving farm families, and the rural towns that depend 

on them, in any ever increasing financial bind. This 

downward spiral results in the loss of rural 

communities. 

 Industrial agriculture has not in fact provided 

cheaper food for us; it has simply moved the cost from 

the grocery bill to the tax levy. We actually pay more 

for our food, because we now have to foot the bill for 

antibiotic research seeking new medicines to replace 

those that have been destroyed by feeding antibiotics to 

farm animals. We have to foot the bill for cleaning up 

our lakes and rivers that are the sources of much of our 

drinking water. We have to foot the bill for the 

impoverishment of rural communities and for the heavy 

toll on human health. We can do better than this and we 

should demand that our state require better. 

New Requirements for 

Controlling Manure, Wastewater 

from Large Animal Feeding 

Operations 
 

 EPA has finalized a rule helping to 

protect the nation’s water quality by requiring 

concentrated animal feeding operations 

(CAFOs) to safely manage manure.  EPA 

estimates CAFO regulations will prevent 56 

million pounds of phosphorus, 110 million 

pounds of nitrogen, and 2 billion pounds of 

sediment from entering streams, lakes, and 

other waters annually. 

 EPA’s new regulation of animal feedlots 

sets a strong national standard for pollution 

prevention and environmental protection, 

while maintaining our country’s economic 

and agricultural competitiveness, said 

Assistant Administrator for Water Benjamin 

H. Grumbles.  This clean water rule 

strengthens environmental safeguards by 

embracing a zero discharge standard and 

requiring site-specific management plans to 

prevent runoff of excess nutrients into our 

nation’s waters. 

 This is the first time EPA has required a 

nutrient management plan (NMP) for manure 

to be submitted as part of a CAFO’s Clean 

Water Act permit application.  Manure 

contains the nutrients nitrogen and 

phosphorus, which, when not managed 

properly on agricultural land, can pollute 

nearby streams, lakes, and other waters. 

 Previous rules required a CAFO operator 

to use a NMP for controlling manure, but the 

regulation builds on that by requiring the 

NMP to be submitted with the permit 

application.  The plan will be reviewed by the 

permitting authority and conditions based on 

it will be incorporated as enforceable terms of 

the permit.  The proposed NMP and permit 

will be available for public review and 

comment before going final. 

 The regulation also requires that an 

owner or operator of a CAFO that actually 

discharges to streams, lakes, and other waters 

must apply for a permit under the Clean 

Water Act.  (continued on page 3) 
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Obama Victory Signals Rebirth  

of US Environmental Policy 

 

 President-Elect Obama will shred the Bush administration's 

energy policies and introduce a major climate change bill in an 

attempt to bring the US back into the international environment 

fold, according to his senior advisers. 

 Obama talked of the "planet in peril" in his acceptance 

speech — a clear reference to climate change. He will now send 

his own energy representatives to the UN's climate change talks in 

Poznam, Poland, in three weeks' time.  

 He is also expected to announce a goal of reducing US greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 

2020 and then cutting them by 80% by 2050. This will be via a cap-and-trade system with carbon 

permits auctioned off to industries to encourage them to reduce emissions.The initiative would 

match Britain's ambitious 80% target by 2050 and would see the US overtake Europe, which is 

committed only to a 60% cut in emissions by the same date. 

 The election result was greeted ecstatically by US environment groups. Rodger Schlickeisen, the 

president of the Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund, said, "For the first time in nearly a decade, we can 

look to the future with a sense of hope that the enormous environmental challenges we face will begin to 

be addressed and that our air, land, water, and wildlife — and the overall health of our planet — will not 

be sacrificed to appease polluting industries and campaign contributors.‖ 
 

Source: Environmental News Network — The Guardian, Nov 5, 2008 

 Hunhoff, Lange 

Elected to State House 
 

 Bernie Hunhoff of 

Yankton, SDRC member 

and former SDRC board 

member, won his election 

bid to the State House of 

Representatives.  Hunhoff 

was chosen as the 

Democratic minority leader 

of the House.  Hunhoff has 

served as a former state 

senator and was an 

unsuccessful candidate for 

governor. 

 Gerald Lange of 

Madison won election to the 

State House of 

Representatives.  Lange, a 

SDRC board member, has 

served in the Legislature for 

many years.  He lost his re-

election two years ago and 

now is back. 
 

New CAFO Rules (continued from page 2) 

 If a farmer designs, constructs, operates and maintains their 

facility such that a discharge will occur, a permit is needed.  EPA 

is also providing an opportunity for CAFO operators who do not 

discharge or propose to discharge to show their commitment to 

pollution prevention by obtaining certification as zero dischargers. 

 In addition, the final rule includes technical clarifications 

regarding water quality-based effluent limitations and use of best 

management practices to meet zero discharge requirements, as 

well as affirming the 2003 rule requirement for reducing fecal 

coliform through the use of best conventional technology. 

 EPA worked closely with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

during the development of the rule and will work closely with 

states during implementation.  The rule deadline for newly 

defined facilities to apply for permits is February 27, 2009. 

 EPA has been regulating CAFOs for more than 30 years.  The 

final rule responds to a February 2005 federal court decision that 

upheld most of the agency’s 2003 rule, but directed further action 

or clarification on some portions. 

 Information on the concentrated animal feeding operation 

rule: http://www.epa.gov/npdes/caforule 
 

source:  US EPA Water Headlines e-mail newsletter, Nov 3, 2008 

President-Elect Barack Obama 

http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38581/print
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Obama Will Protect Public Lands, Pursue Green Energy 

 

 Western Democrats and 

environmentalists will have more 

influence on federal land decisions 

in the West under President-Elect 

Barack Obama.  Decision-makers 

will defer more to scientists on 

resource issues, and spending 

priorities will shift toward 

protecting land, fish and wildlife, 

Democrats said on election night. 

 But there is a tension between 

environmentalists who want him to 

reverse decisions made by the Bush 

administration and Western 

Democrats who hope Obama's 

pledge to govern in a "post-

partisan" manner means he will 

bring a collaborative approach to 

public land issues. 

 Issues like climate change and 

alternative energy—along with the 

economy—are going to get more 

attention in the new administration 

than public lands grazing, logging 

and motorized recreation. And the 

skyrocketing federal deficit could 

force a reorganization of land, 

water and wildlife agencies now 

spread out under three different 

Cabinet departments. 

 The most important job to the 

West is interior secretary, now held 

by former Idaho Gov. Dirk 

Kempthorne, who controls more 

than 507 million acres of national 

parks, rangeland and wildlife 

refuges, along with 600 dams. The 

head of Interior is responsible for 

68 percent of the nation’s oil and 

gas reserves and millions of acres 

of federal mining lands. 

 Obama’s choice to succeed 

Kempthorne will be the first sign of 

how he will balance the political 

pressures from Western Democrats 

and national environmentalists. 

 Environmental groups want 

Obama to restore Clinton's rule 

banning logging and road-building 

in most of 58 million acres of 

national forest; phase snowmobiles 

out of Yellowstone National Park; 

and reduce the number of wolves 

that can be killed in Idaho, 

Montana and Wyoming. But five of 

eight interior West states now sport 

Democratic governors—and they 

have some different values from 

the environmentalists back East. 

 Daniel Kemmis, director of the 

Center for the Rocky Mountain 

West at the University of Montana 

and an influential Democrat, said 

Obama should listen to Democratic 

elected officials who govern from 

the middle. Historically, Democrats 

wrote off the West and Republicans 

took it for granted. But this time 

wins in Colorado, Nevada and New 

Mexico were crucial to Obama's 

victory. 

 "I think it would be foolish for 

a new Democratic administration to 

treat the West in the same way it 

has been treated in the past," 

Kemmis said. Kemmis and Chris 

Wood, chief operating officer of 

Trout Unlimited, hope the Obama 

administration works with Western 

states, loggers, sportsmen and other 

land users to craft compromises 

like Idaho's own compromise on its 

9 million acres of roadless national 

forest lands. "The lesson of the last 

eight years is that when you listen 

to local people, you can still gain 

significant conservation benefits," 

Wood said. 

 With budgets getting tighter, 

some Democrats are suggesting the 

Forest Service, the BLM, the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, the 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

and other land and water agencies 

be pulled under one Cabinet 

official with one overall mission. 

"It's time for a federal policy that 

moves beyond the current 

fragmented approach," said John 

Kitzhaber, former Oregon governor 

and one of a dozen Democrats 

whose names have emerged for 

Interior. "Now, more than ever, we 

need strong and unified leadership 

around a common objective—

healthy, functioning ecosystems." 

 When Jimmy Carter took office 

in 1976, environmentalists pushed 

his administration to try eliminating 

19 water projects that angered 

Western Democratic governors and 

senators. It also helped spawn what 

was called the "Sagebrush 

Rebellion" by ranchers, loggers and 

miners who were angry about 

decisions made in Washington. 

Clinton's efforts to reform grazing 

and mining rules without 

consultation with Congress aroused 

Republicans’ successful "War on 

the West" rhetoric and helped them 

take over Congress in 1994. 

 The Bush administration's 

aggressive oil and gas leasing 

program, which ignored concerns 

by ranchers, sportsmen and 

Western political leaders, helped 

Democrats rebuild state 

Democratic parties across the 

region. 

 The people placed not only at 

the secretary level but at jobs like 

Forest Service chief and BLM 

director will signal how well 

Western Democrats are heard by 

Obama, said John Freemuth, a 

Boise State University political 

scientist who specializes on public 

land issues. Ultimately, Westerners 

themselves will decide. "We'll see 

that the Obama administration has 

gone in a different direction if we 

don't see another Sagebrush 

Rebellion," Freemuth said. 
 

–excerpted from Idaho Statesman, Nov 5, 

2008 

 

http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38577/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38577/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38577/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38577/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38577/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38577/print
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Hyperion Wants Right to Pollute 
 

 Hyperion’s air quality expert is ―vigorously opposed to‖ a state requirement that the proposed oil 

refinery be equipped with the latest air quality protection equipment. As a condition of permitting the 

construction of the new plant to be built near Elk Point, the state Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources is requiring the use of technology that will capture and eliminate vapor in the plant’s 

proposed 100 above ground storage tanks. Project manager Colin Campbell said ―The technology 

required would be costly and not cost 

effective. And it would be 

unprecedented…We are unaware of 

even a single storage tank at any 

refinery, anywhere, configured in the 

manner proposed by DENR.‖ What 

Hyperion is not saying is more 

important than what it is saying. Of 

course installing this technology would 

be unprecedented. If built, this will be 

the first new oil refinery built in the 

United States in 30 years. Hyperion is 

really saying that this new technology 

will cost a lot, so they want the state to 

allow them to install antiquated 

technology of the type used more than 

30 years ago. With this kind of 

reasoning, there can never be any better 

technology, because newly designed 

equipment is always expensive. 

 The proposed refinery will cost 

about $10 billion, and process 400,000 

barrels of Canadian tar sands crude into 

gasoline and diesel. The 100 above 

ground storage tanks will contain 

various liquids used in refining as well 

as the crude and the finished products. The new equipment required by DENR control emissions by 

collecting and burning away excess vapor in the tanks. Hyperion proposes to use floating roofs on the 

tanks. These have been in used for several decades and are designed to keep the enclosed area above the 

liquid in the tank at a minimum. This prevents the collection of large quantities of volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs) within the enclosed area, thus lowering substantially the risk of explosion. The 

floating roofs, however, cannot prevent the formation of VOCs. This means that the floating roofs just 

allow the excess vapors to enter, and pollute, the air above the tank. Mr. Campbell stated that the tanks 

will produce about 194 tons of VOCs per years. He further stated that the proposed floating roofs will 

cost about $36 million. Even if the air pollution control system required by DENR cost three times as 

much, it would only increase the cost of the plant by $72 million or slightly more than 1%. Surely such a 

small percentage can’t make that much difference to the profitability of the refinery. On the other hand, 

the type of air pollution equipment used will make an enormous difference to the health of the people 

who live and work near the refinery. The state should stand its ground on this issue. We don’t need jobs 

that cost people’s lives. 

Clay Rural Water Puts  

Hyperion Request on Hold 
 

 Clay Rural Water System board members decided on 

October 23 to wait for more information about Hyperion 

Resources' request for water from the system. 

 Hyperion wants 9 million to 12 million gallons a day to 

supply its proposed refinery north of Elk Point. Hyperion 

wants the rural water system to provide water as part of its 

local first initiative, System Manager Greg Merrigan has said. 

Merrigan said he hoped to have more information to present at 

the board's next meeting in November. 

  The board voted 6-3 to wait for more information. Board 

Secretary/Treasurer Jim Ross, who voted against the motion, 

said the system should stay with domestic uses, while board 

member John Haver said CRW has approved permits for hog 

confinement projects. 

 "I don't feel that as a corporation we are prepared to get 

involved with something the size of Hyperion," Ross said. "I 

would prefer they look for water elsewhere." 

  CRW supplies water to 2,025 locations in parts of five 

counties in southeast South Dakota. The system can deliver 1.3 

million gallons a day. To meet Hyperion's demand, another 12 

wells would need to be drilled west of Elk Point and a 36-inch 

delivery pipeline built.  
  

—excerpted from Sioux Falls Argus Leader, October 24, 2008 
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Wilsons’ Prairie Home Featured 
 

 SDRC members Jerry & Norma Wilson were featured in the Sioux Falls Argus Leader on September 

22. The Wilsons built a geo-solar home and restored 30 acres of prairie.  

 The couple's goal was to live a natural life leaving a small footprint and improving their spot in the 

world. They built their geo-solar home in the summer of 1983 on the side of a hill among the Missouri 

River bluffs. The main floor is built below ground on three sides, using the earth to insulate the home. 

Windows on the fourth side face south to maximize the transfer of solar heat into the four-bedroom 

home. The wall of windows is the most striking feature. "I can see to Nebraska," says Norma Wilson, a 

retired University of South Dakota professor. 

 The couple planted more than 800 trees and shrubs on the top of the bluff for a windbreak before the 

house was finished. They combined maples, pines, Russian olives, ash, lilacs and honeysuckle that have 

grown into a wall of green above their house. The Wilsons are also rehabilitating 30 acres of land that 

suffered from erosion and infertility from over-grazing and poor stewardship.  

 Jerry Wilson’s recently published book, Waiting for Coyote's Call, is about his love story with the 

land. "Since I was a small child, I've felt most alive in nature. I've spent most of life in rural areas 

observing, learning, hiking, skiing and lying in the grass and looking around," Wilson, 63, says. His 

book, published by the South Dakota State Historical Society Press, was an "attempt to understand and 

work with nature and recognize the needs of this place and restore it to a natural state," he says. 
 
Source: Sioux Falls Argus Leader September 22. 2008 

Good News About Lead – Kind Of 
 

 Last month the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) set stringent new standards for airborne lead.  This is 

the first change in lead standards in 30 years.  Acting on the 

recommendations of its science advisers, EPA cut the 

maximum allowable concentrations of airborne lead to one 

tenth the previous standard.  Bruce P. Lanphear, professor of 

health sciences at Simon Fraser University in British 

Columbia, welcomed the new standard, saying that it will 

make a difference in the blood levels of lead in young 

children.  Lead is known to cause retardation and other 

serious, and often irreversible, conditions in children. 

 Unfortunately, there are only 133 lead monitors in 

operation in the nation, down from 800 in 1980.  EPA is 

working to raise that number to 300.  This small number of 

monitors will make it difficult for the agency to determine 

areas that need to work on airborne lead reduction and will 

encumber enforcement.  In addition, the new standard will not 

take effect for eight more years.  As we might have expected, 

the Association of Battery Recyclers, a group of six 

companies that recycle as many as 115 million car batteries 

annually, is saying that the new standard will threaten the 

viability of the lead recycling industry.  It seems that every 

new standard brings dire predictions of destroyed industries, 

but of course, the predictions never come true. 
 

12 Million Gallons a Day 
for Hyperion: 

How Much Water Is That? 
 

 Typical water usage per person 
is 80–100 gallons per day. 

 At that rate, a family of four 
would use just under 150,000 
gallons per year 

 It would take a typical family of 
four 82 years to use 12 million 
gallons. 

 Alternatively, at that rate, 
12,000,000 gallons could supply 
the daily water needs of 30,000 
people—more than the 
population of Union and Clay 
counties combined. 

 12,000,000 gallons is over nine 
times Clay Rural Water’s current 
water delivery capacity.  
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The Eco-Conscious Shopper:  

Some Ecologically Friendly Products 
 

 Green tea memory-foam mattresses. 

Keetsa’s eco-conscious mattresses are recycled, 

but that doesn’t mean they’ve been slept on. The 

San Francisco-based company used recycled steel 

in its coil mattresses, and many of its products 

incorporate bamboo fabrics and unbleached 

natural cotton. Some also contain microparticles 

of silver—an EPA-approved deterrent against 

bacterial infestation—or green tea extract, which 

promises to control odor for the life of your bed.  

(www.Keetsa.com) 

 Sugarcane-fiber tableware. If you love to 

throw parties, you know how much waste they can 

generate, especially in plastic cups, forks, and 

plates.  The nonprofit environmental organization 

World Centric offers biodegradable and 

compostable tableware made from 100% 

sugarcane bagasse (post-extraction plant fibers) 

through its online fair-trade store. Sugarcane is a 

readily renewable resource, and the tableware has 

no plastic or wax lining applied to it. 

(www.WorldCentric.org) 

 Healthy paint. According to the EPA, poor 

indoor air quality poses significant hazards to 

human health, with paints and finishes among the 

leading culprits. Luckily, Anna Sova makes 

beautiful organic and earth-friendly wall finishes. 

In vibrant colors like ―lychee fruit‖ and more 

subtle shades like ―walnut meal‖ and ―quinoa,‖ 

these food-grade paints really are good enough to 

eat. (www.AnnaSova.com) 

 Hemp doggie beds. Eco-conscious dog 

owners will love Earthdog beds, constructed from 

hand-dyed 100% hemp canvas shells and 

removable, washable unbleached cotton inner bags 

stuffed with a mixture of recycled poly-cotton and 

scrap foam otherwise headed for landfills. 

(www.Earthdog.com) 

 Recycled circuit board accessories. There’s 

no better way to identify your luggage than with 

bright green, blue, or red tags made from 

reclaimed circuit boards. Available from 

Motherboard Gifts, these distinctive tags will turn 

your golf bag into a conversation piece. This is 

electronics recycling at its most stylish. 

(www.MotherboardGifts.com) 

 Solar-powered watch. Want to score some 

serious eco-sensitive style points? Adorn your 

wrist with a Citizen Eco-Drive, a solar-powered 

timepiece that is literally unstoppable—unless you 

live somewhere very dark, in which case an alarm 

will direct you to walk toward the light. The solar 

cell under the stainless steel face allows the watch 

to soak up power from any light source, and you’ll 

never need a battery. (www.CitizenWatch.com) 

 Green shopping portal. If you feel like some 

vegan shoes, hemp underwear, and a solar-

powered backpack, your first stop should be the 

eco-conscious shopping portal 

TheFindGreen.com. Part of TheFind family of 

shopping search engines, TheFindGreen is a great 

way to search the Web for the best green products. 

I typed ―hair dryer‖ in the search box and received 

84 eco-conscious results. 

(www.TheFindGreen.com) 

 

10 Green Ways to Save Some Green $$ 
 

 Given the current dire economic picture we 

thought we’d list a few ways folks can save some 

cash while making the planet a little greener. 

 

 Replace those incandescent bulbs with energy 

efficient CFLs. The price of compact fluorescent 

bulbs has dropped (I just picked up a 7-pack of 

60 watt CFL’s for about $8 at Lowes) and they 

can last up to 10 times longer than traditional 

incandescent bulbs and save you over $30 in 

electricity over the lifetime of the bulb.  

 Manage the fuel consumption of your home 

by buying programmable thermostats that can 

be set to lower your heat when you’re not 

home or in rooms you’re not using on a 

schedule you control.  

 TVs, computers and many appliances and 

gadgets sip power even when off (vampire 

power). Plug your home entertainment do-

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compact_fluorescent_lamp
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dads and computer and peripherals into a 

power strip or Smart Power Strip that can shut 

them down when not in use. You’ll be 

surprised how much it will save you on your 

electric bill and turn off those lights when 

you leave a room.  

 Purchase larger containers of household 

cleansers (green ones of course) and things 

like liquid soap and re-use the individual 

dispensers. You’ll save money at the cash 

register and keep a bunch of plastic 

containers out of the landfill.  

 Get an under-counter or faucet mounted 

water filtration system and stop buying 

bottled water. At over $1 per gallon a family 

of 4 can go through several gallons of bottled 

water per week. A home water filtration 

system will pay for itself in no time, and keep 

all those plastic bottles out of the landfill and 

your recycling bin.  

 Drive that car green. Avoid quick 

acceleration, tail-gating and constant braking 

to save gas - and use that cruise control. 

You’ll be surprised how your mpg will 

increase if you drive a steady 65 or 70 mph 

on the highway instead of your cop-dodging 

80mph.  

 Ride a bike or walk instead of using that gas 

guzzler. You’ll lose some inches off your 

personal equator while saving on gas and 

emissions.  

 Use reusable kitchen towels, dishrags, cloth 

napkins and handkerchiefs. All those paper 

products cost you cash and destroy our 

forests.  

 If you’ve got a yard, spare room or basement 

use it. Try putting up a clothes line and air 

drying those threads. Big appliances like 

washers and dryers add a big chunk to your 

electric bill. Most power companies have 

lower rates off-hours so do that wash while 

you’re watching the Colbert Report and John 

Stewart.  

 Go DIY. Do it Yourself is always a money 

saver. Get a compost going to create your 

own rich soil for your garden. Get a rain 

barrel and save the water that runs-off your 

roof. Use old blankets or shirts to create a 

―Memory Blanket.‖ 

 
source: Environmental News Network, The Alternative 

Consumer November 10, 2008 

 

 
 

Breath of Fresh Air: Air-Powered Cars to Hit the Road in No Time 
 

 A new carmaker has a plan for cheap, environmentally-friendly cars -- an air-powered car.  It may be 

available sooner at a price tag that will hardly be a budget buster. The vehicle may not run like a speed 

racer on back road highways, but developer Zero Pollution Motors is betting consumers will be willing 

to fork over $20,000 for a vehicle that can motor around all day on nothing but air and a splash of salad 

oil, alcohol or possibly a pint of gasoline.The expertise needed to 

build a compressed air car, or CAV, is not rocket science, either. 

Years-old, off-the-shelf technology uses compressed air to drive 

old-fashioned car engine pistons instead of combusting gas or 

diesel fuel to create a burst of air to do the same thing. Indian 

carmaker Tata has no qualms about the technology. It has already 

bought the rights to make the car for the huge Indian market. 
 The air car can tool along at a top speed of 35 mph for some 60 

miles or so on a tank of compressed air, a sufficient distance for 80 

percent of consumers to commute to work and back and complete daily chores. 

 On highways, the CAV can cruise at interstate speeds for nearly 800 miles with a small motor that 

compresses outside air to keep the tank filled. The motor isn’t finicky about fuel. (Continued on page 9)  

http://www.alternativeconsumer.com/2007/07/05/smart-power-strip-save-energy/
http://www.alternativeconsumer.com/2008/08/04/hung-out-to-dry-my-retro-eco-routine/
http://www.alternativeconsumer.com/2008/11/06/willow-creek-memory-blankets/
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print


 ECO FORUM November–December 2008  9 

Air Powered Cars (continued from page 8) 

It will burn gasoline or diesel as well as 

biodiesel, ethanol or vegetable oil. 

 This car leaves the highest-mpg vehicles you 

can buy right now in the dust. Even if it used 

only regular gasoline, the air car would average 

106 mpg, more than double today’s fuel sipping 

champ, the Toyota Prius. The air tank also can 

be refilled when it’s not in use by being plugged 

into a wall socket and recharged with electricity 

as the motor compresses air. 

 Automakers aren’t quite ready yet to gear up 

huge assembly line operations churning out air 

cars or set up glitzy dealer showrooms. But the 

vehicles will be built in factories that will make 

up to 8,000 vehicles a year, likely starting in 

2011, and be sold directly to consumers.  There 

will be plants in nearly every state, based on the 

number of drivers in the state. California will 

have as many as 17 air car manufacturing 

plants, and there’ll be around 12 in Florida, 

eight in New York, four in Georgia, while two 

in Connecticut will serve that state and Rhode 

Island. 

 The technology goes back decades, but is 

coming together courtesy of two converging 

forces. First, new laws are likely to be enacted 

in a few years that will limit carbon dioxide 

emissions and force automakers to develop 

ultra-high mileage cars and those that emit 

minuscule amounts of or no gases linked with 

global warming. Plug-in electric hybrids will 

slash these emissions, but they’ll be pricey at 

around $40,000 each and require some changes 

in infrastructure - such as widespread recharge 

stations - to be practical. Fuel cells that burn 

hydrogen to produce only water vapor still face 

daunting technical challenges. 

 Second, the relatively 

high cost of gas has 

expedited the air car’s 

development. Yes, pump 

prices have plunged 

since July from record 

levels, but remain way 

higher than just a few 

years ago and continue to 

take a bite out of 

disposable income. 

Refiners will face carbon 

emission restraints, too, 

and steeply higher costs 

will be passed along at 

the pump. 

 Tata doesn’t plan to 

produce the cars in the US. Instead, it plans to 

charge $15 million for the rights to the 

technology, a fully built turnkey auto assembly 

plant, tools, machinery, training and rights to 

use trademarks. 

 The CAV has a big hurdle: proving it can 

pass federal crash tests. Shiva Vencat, president 

and CEO of Zero Pollution Motors, said he’s 

not worried. ―The requirements can be modeled 

(on a computer) before anything is built and 

adjusted to ensure that the cars will pass‖ the 

crash tests. Vencat also is a vice president of 

MDI Inc., a French company that developed the 

air car. 

 
source:  Environmental News Network -- Saudi Gazette  

November 4, 2008 

 

Indian six-seater, coming next summer, with fewer emissions than your bicycle. 

http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print
http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/38567/print
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