
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SDRC Earth Day Honoree: 

Tom Dobbs 
 

 Dr. Thomas L. Dobbs of 

Brookings has been selected to 

receive this year‘s South Dakota 

Resource Award. 

 Dr. Dobbs is a Professor 

Emeritus in the Department of 

Economics at South Dakota State University (SDSU). Dr. Dobbs retired from 

SDSU in 2007, after 29 years of service in research, teaching, extension, and 

international programs roles. His teaching included courses in agricultural policy, 

resource and environmental economics, and farming and food systems economics. 

 During 2007 and 2008, Dr. Dobbs was a Kellogg Foundation Food and Society Policy Fellow. His 

primary writing and speaking focus during that appointment concerned issues related to development 

and passage of the 2008 Federal farm bill. He also wrote about policy issues related to world food 

shortages and the near collapse of the American economy. 

 Dr. Dobbs‘ research during the last 20 years of his career at SDSU focused primarily on the 

economic and policy conditions necessary to foster sustainable farming and food systems. He has 

devoted attention to agri-environmental policies in the U.S. and the European Union. Dobbs was a 

Visiting Scholar at the Henry A. Wallace Institute for Alternative Agriculture in 1993, where he 

conducted research on policy options for the 1996 U.S. farm bill. In 2000, he was a Fulbright Scholar at 

the University of Essex, in England, conducting research on agri-environmental policies in the United 

Kingdom. Since then, he has also studied agri-

environmental policies in France, where he has twice 

been a short-term Visiting Professor at the École 

Nationale Supérieure Agronomique de Toulouse. 

(continued on page 2) 
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SDRC Earth Day Banquet April 21 
 

 The South Dakota Resources 

Coalition will honor Dr. Thomas Dobbs at 

its annual Earth Day Banquet on April 21 

at the Brookings Days Inn. See page 2 to 

learn how you can get tickets and enter 

our big organic beef raffle! 

2010 Legislative Report 
 

 This issue contains a report on the 2010 

Legislative Session. SDRC’s lobbyist Michael Melius 

has compiled a summary of bills dealing with 

environmental issues (see pp. 3–4). To find out how 

your legislator voted on a bill, go to 

http://legis.state.sd.us/sessions/2010/QuickFind.asp

x and enter the bill number. Then click on the vote 

tally (YEAS & NAYS in blue) link.  

 The board of SDRC greatly appreciates the 

excellent work of our lobbyist Michael Melius. 

Thanks, Michael! 
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Dobbs (cont., p. 1) His work has focused on 

how the multifunctionality agri-environmental 

policy approaches being used in the European 

Union might be applied in the U.S. One of the 

U.S. agri-environmental programs Dobbs 

conducted research on at SDSU was the 

Conservation Security Program, which was 

changed to the Conservation Stewardship 

Program in the 2008 farm bill.  

 Dr. Dobbs grew up on a diversified crop 

and livestock farm in eastern South Dakota. His 

Ph.D. in agricultural economics is from the 

University of Maryland. His dissertation was 

based on 1967-68 field research in India on the 

Green Revolution. Dobbs began his 

professional career as an Assistant Professor of 

agricultural economics at the University of 

Wyoming, and then he joined the Foreign 

Service as a U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID) economist in 

Islamabad, Pakistan and Washington, D.C. 

After four years with USAID, Dobbs joined the 

economics faculty at SDSU in 1978.  

 Dobbs has authored public policy columns 

for Huffington Post, Daily Kos, Grist, and 

Treehugger. At present, he writes an ‗Economic 

Policy Perspective‘ column for The Dakota Day 

(www.dakotaday.com/). 

Support Growing For West River 

Wilderness Area 
 There's growing support in South Dakota 

for more wilderness designations in the West 

River region, the large part of the state lying to 

the west of the Missouri River. The support is 

shown in a study by Moore Information, which 

found solid favor across party lines, and among 

all age groups. When asked specifically about a 

proposal to designate parts of the Buffalo Gap 

National Grassland in southwestern South 

Dakota as wilderness, nearly six in ten voters 

supported the idea.  

 Chris Hesla, executive director of the South 

Dakota Wildlife Federation, says that area 

deserves protection. "Well, there's very few 

places left in this world untouched by man.‖ 

(continued on p. 3) 

Earth Day Banquet:  

Come Help Us Honor Dr. Dobbs 
 

 South Dakota Resources Coalition will award 

the 2010 South Dakota Resource Award to Dr. 

Thomas Dobbs at its Earth Day banquet to be held 

April 21. You are cordially invited to join us in 

honoring Dr. Dobbs for his many years of work in 

sustainable agriculture and environmental policy. 

 When? Wednesday, April 21, 2010. No-host 

social bar 6:00 p.m., dinner 7:00 p.m., program 

7:30 p.m. 

 Where? Brookings Days Inn, southwest 

corner of I-29 and 6
th

 Street, just west of I-29 exit 

132. Come in Days Inn south entrance. 

 What? The buffet meal will offer chicken, 

vegetarian fettucini, potato, vegetables, salad, 

rolls, coffee, and cake. Madison organic farmer 

Charlie Johnson will be the keynote speaker. 

Friends and colleagues of Dr. Dobbs will be 

invited to make comments.  

 How much? You will get all this, plus time to 

visit with old friends and make new friends, while 

honoring Dr. Dobbs, for only $25.00 per person. 

 Raffle: Yes! Win a quarter of organic beef 

donated by SDRC Vice President Charlie Johnson. 

Only 100 tickets will be sold, at only $10 each. 

We‘ll draw in the fall, when the beef is ready for 

the lucky winner. Proceeds will be invested in the 

Esther Edie Scholarship Fund, an endowment 

providing a scholarship for a South Dakota student 

majoring in a discipline that will lead to a career in 

environmental protection. 

 Order banquet tickets now by sending your 

check for $25 for each dinner ticket and $10 for 

each raffle ticket to SDRC, 928 4
th

 Street, 

Brookings, SD 57006. Be sure to include a note 

telling us how many dinner tickets you are 

ordering. We will hold your dinner tickets and 

raffle tickets for pick up on the 21st at Days Inn. 

 Reservation Deadline: We must have your 

check by April 16, 2010. If you are unable to meet 

that deadline, you may telephone us at 605-691-

9129 or emailing us at sdrc@brookings.net no later 

than April 16. You may pay at the door for late 

reservations. 
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South Dakota Legislative Summary for 2010 
by Michael Melius, SDRC Lobbyist 

 

 Only a few good environmental bills made it through the 

state legislature this year. On the other hand, no terrible bills 

made it, either. The summary that follows is grouped by 

subject. Since many of these issues will be brought up in 

future sessions, this might be good to keep for future 

reference. Sometimes nearly exact versions of killed bills 

are re-introduced, while bills that become statute can always 

be repealed or altered. 

 Wind Power/Renewable Energy: Three bills that 

passed in the renewable energy field were SB 58, SB 61 and 

HB 1263. 

 SB 58 and 61 were brought by Dusty Johnson, PUC 

Commissioner. SB 58 provides a real property tax 

exemption for renewable energy projects of less than 5 

megawatts. It also includes passive solar property. It went 

through the Senate and House with little opposition. 

 SB 61 requires utilities to post the price they will pay for 

electricity from renewable sources such as solar and wind. It 

passed both bodies with unanimous votes, signed by the 

Governor on March 11. 

 HB 1263 was a combination of three bills dealing with 

land easements for wind farms. Before the three bills 

reached the House State Affairs committee, the sponsoring 

legislators had hosted a private meeting of the interested 

parties‘ lobbyists, mainly wind developers and utilities (no 

environmental or wildlife interests were invited that I know 

of). They came up with a bill (HB 1263) that enables large 

wind farms to go forward while protecting property owner‘s 

rights. Not a single vote was cast against this bill. 

 Other energy bills: SB 59 would have allowed a contractor‘s excise tax exemption for small-scale 

energy projects; it was tabled in committee. 

 SB 93, 94, 95: Two wind energy bills and an energy efficiency program funds transfer, brought by 

Senator Frank Kloucek (D-Scotland). Failed in committee on 3-6 party-line votes. Note: SB 58 which 

passed (abovoe) contains more tax exemptions than SB 93. 

 SB 192: Modified distributions from the wind energy trust fund based on township roads formula. 

Passed Taxation Comm., 8-0, then the full Senate 32-0, but died in the House. 

 Crude Oil Pipelines: SB 161 would have assessed a 2-cent/barrel fee on crude oil piped through the 

state for a spill cleanup fund capped at $30 million. It passed out of Senate State Affairs on a 7-1 vote, 

but failed in the Senate by just one vote. 

 Several attempts were made to roll back refunds for excise taxes paid by the TransCanada 

Corporation‘s Keystone pipeline, first with two bills that singled out crude oil pipelines, HB 1246 & SB 

195. The House bill failed by a narrow floor vote, but the Senate bill passed just minutes later. 

Ultimately the latter was amended to exclude most of TransCanada‘s refund, but the company will pay 

excise tax on project costs over $500 million—total costs are estimated around $900 million. (cont., p.4) 

Wilderness (cont. from  p. 2): 

―[T]hose few acres down there are 

still relatively untouched.‖ 

 The land would be open to the 

public and for use by ranchers, but 

motorized vehicles would not be 

allowed in the area. Hesla says the 

proposed wilderness area is not that 

big, but is very important. 

 "It's about 55,000 acres, which is 

actually less than two percent of the 

Buffalo Gap National Grasslands. So 

it isn't a huge allotment of land, but it 

is land that's used today by a lot of 

people, hiking and that and grazing. 

The one thing if we do get a 

wilderness designation is that it will 

support and make sure that ranchers 

continue to graze the land as they are 

now." 

 The survey of more than 600 

voters in the West River region of 

South Dakota was conducted in early 

January. 

 The Buffalo Gap National 

Grasslands is almost 600,000 acres of 

native grasses in southwest South 

Dakota.  
 

Source: SD Public News Service, March 16, 2010 
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2010 Legislature (cont. from p. 3): Game Fish & Parks/Wildlife: Every year it seems there are bills to 

rein in the Game Fish & Parks Department, give some control of GF&P to the Legislature, or somehow 

punish hunters. Such bills usually don‘t get very far. This year was no exception. All but one of these 

bills died at their first committee hearing: 

 HB 1113 would have added prairie dogs, skunks, raccoons and beavers to the list of ―injurious‖ 

animals that GF&P is to control. It passed in committee but failed in the floor vote.  

 HB 1114 would have added two ―animal industry‖ representatives to the policy review committee 

for animal damage control. 

 HB 1121 called for a fee for access to School lands.  

 HB 1139 would have enacted stiff penalties for trespass on ag land.  

 HB 1242 called for legislative approval for state land purchases over 80 acres.  

 HB 1208 provided for two legislative reps on the Game, Fish & Parks Commission. 

 Land Use/Agriculture: HB 1202 was a good bill that provided a correction for land valuations that 

tax grassland as cropland. It started out with large majorities in House committee and floor votes, but 

was tabled by its Senate sponsor, Jim Peterson (D-Revillo). Two weeks later Sen. Peterson brought it 

back in a different form, which gave more power to the State Dept. of Revenue. That bill made it to the 

next-to-last day of the session, where it was killed in conference committee. 

 SB 184 was brought in response to tax increases made by water development districts, especially the 

James River and East Dakota WDD‘s. These entities can have considerable impact on rivers and 

watersheds in our state, such as through channel clearing and streamside conversion from forest to 

cropland. SB 184 rolls back the tax authority 

for WDD‘s to 2009 levels. It passed both 

bodies with little opposition. 

 Off-Road Vehicles (ORV): SB 175 
came out of a Governor‘s Task Force set up 

to address problems related to unregulated 

off-road vehicle use. It has become a 

problem especially in and around the Black 

Hills. This was a new, ambitious bill that 

provided for: registration of ORVs; limits on 

their roadway use, a trail system, and 

rehabilitation of damaged lands. It failed in 

committee. This issue is likely to come up 

again, as ORV use is growing, and will be 

affecting more public lands and roads than 

just the Black Hills area. 

 Other Bills: 

 HB 1136 gives protection from asbestos 

liability to successor corporations. 

Passed 37-31 in the House, 27-7 in the 

Senate. 

 HB 1222 enables vendors at farmers‘ 

markets, roadside stands, etc., to sell 

without a license. Passed without a 

single no vote, signed into law by the 

Governor. 

Legislature Skeptical about Climate Change 
  

 The South Dakota Legislature achieved national 

ridicule with its passage of House Concurrent Resolution 

1009, which calls for a “balanced approach for 

instruction in the public schools relating to global 

climatic change.” The resolution asserts the causes of 

climate change are unclear and the research has been 

compromised by politics.  

 The original resolution, was written by Rep. Don 

Kopp (R-Rapid City), stated that carbon dioxide was not 

a pollutant but the “gas of life,” and claimed astrology 

and thermology affect the weather. This language, 

amended out after House passage, drew national 

ridicule: “HCR 1009 is so egregiously inaccurate, so 

appallingly wrong in its contemptuous dismissal of 

established science, so mind-numbing in its appeals to 

long-debunked pseudoscience, that it is hard not to 

entertain the thought that perhaps it was meant as an 

elaborate parody,” Steven Newton of the National 

Center for Science Education wrote on the Huffington 

Post. Environmental Working Group press secretary and 

South Dakota native Don Carr stated “[HCR 1009] 

reflects poorly on South Dakota’s economic future if 

lawmakers are willing to turn a blind eye to the threat 

climate change poses.” 

 Resolutions have no legal weight—they are just 

statements made by the Legislature. HCR 1009 passed 

the House 37-33 and the Senate 18-17. 

Some material supplied by Associated Press 
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Not Skeptical About Climate Change: 

Global Warming Program to Feature 

Arctic Adventurer and SDSU Researcher 
 

 What: Climate Change: Global and regional 

perspectives about global warming 

 When : Monday, April 19, 2010 at 7 pm 

 Where: South Dakota State University 

Brookings campus, Rotunda Building, Room 

D 
 

 Two very special presenters will be featured, 

including Will Steger, internationally recognized 

arctic adventurer and Dr. Carter Johnson, SDSU 

professor and researcher.  

 Dr. Johnson will discuss his recent research about 

the impacts of climate change and global warming on 

the prairie potholes and ecosystems of the Northern 

Plains. This will be the first time Dr. Johnson will 

discuss his most recent research on the SDSU 

campus. 

 Will Steger is an eyewitness to the significant 

impacts of climate change and global warming on the 

world‘s polar regions. Expeditions to the south and 

north poles and other extreme polar environments 

have exposed him to significant and concerning 

ecological changes due to global warming. Steger is 

now an activist and educator about the profound 

problems related to global warming, and he speaks to 

groups around the country about his concerns. His 

message includes revealing photos and video 

images.  

 This program is sponsored by the SDSU Sierra 

Club and the national Sierra Club‘s Beyond Coal 

campaign. 
 

SD Indian Country Eyed for Clean Energy Development 
 

 A new report outlines 95 million acres with possibilities for new clean energy development in the 

United States on land managed or owned by Native American tribes. Solar, wind and geothermal 

projects have the biggest potential for South Dakota tribes, yet the report also notes stumbling blocks 

that make it tough for tribes to roll with new projects. 

 Cristala Mussato-Allen is executive director of Native Workplace, a Texas-based nonprofit company 

that helps Native Americans get training for "green" jobs and industries. She says tribes are getting calls 

almost daily from outside firms, wanting to use Indian resources and land. "We're not creating economic 

development for ourselves when it's other companies coming in, bringing in their employees—and we 

don't share in the profits, and we don't share in the workforce." (continued on page 6) 

 

Keystone XL Pipeline Approved 

 

 The state’s Public Utilities Commission 

unanimously approved a construction permit 

for the TransCanada crude oil pipeline on 

February 19. 

 The Keystone XL pipeline would deliver 

up to 900.000 barrels of crude oil per day 

from tar sands near Hardisty, Alberta, Canada, 

to Gulf Coast terminals and refineries in 

Texas.  The pipeline would enter South 

Dakota from Montana in Harding County and 

would transverse 313 miles through Butte, 

Perkins, Meade, Pennington, Haakon, Jones, 

Lyman and Tripp Counties before entering 

Nebraska. 

 The South Dakota portion of the pipeline 

is estimated to cost $920 million. 

TransCanada wants to begin construction in 

2011.  TransCanada has already built the 

Keystone pipeline through eastern South 

Dakota to deliver Canadian crude oil to 

refineries in Illinois and Oklahoma. 

 The PUC set conditions requiring 

TransCanada to protect the environment and 

reimburse landowners for any damage caused 

by the project.  The 13-pages of conditions 

include requirements for a public liaison 

officer to deal with landowner complaints, the 

repair of any damage caused to property by 

construction or operation of the pipeline, and 

the protection of water supplies.  PUC 

Commissioner Steve Kolbeck added a 

condition requiring a paleontologist to be on 

site during construction if a landowner 

requests such in a portion of the route where 

dinosaur fossils are commonly found. 
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Clean Energy (cont. from p. 5): The report recommends changes in state and federal policies and taxes, 

as well as access to capital, so tribes can develop their own clean energy resources.  

 The report was issued by the Tribal Lands Conservation Program of the National Wildlife Federation 

(NWF). The program's director, Steve Torbit, says federal maps of clean energy potential draw lines 

around almost every Indian property. 

 "They were definitely given the worst of what was left, and now it's turned out to be, as far as 

renewable resources are concerned, some of the best that we have." 

 Torbit says tribes should be in the driver's seat for development so they can reap the returns and 

make sure their culture and history is respected. 

 "It gives some economic development to the tribe; it could provide some job training that could 

improve their dire unemployment situation, and it can also help the American public as we look for non-

fossil-fuel energy resources." 

 He points out that energy production could also provide for tribal energy needs. Fifteen percent of 

Native homes nationwide have no electricity, and the report documents that tribal households pay 

significantly greater home energy expenses than other Americans. 

 Several organizations – NWF, the Native American Rights Fund, and the Intertribal Council On 

Utility Policy – collaborated on the report, "The New Energy Future in Indian Country." It can be 

viewed online at http://nwf.org. 
 

Source: SD Public News Service, March 24, 2010 
 

Hyperion Air Permit Challenged 
By Peter Carrels, Sierra Club regional representative 

 

 The Sierra Club and two other organizations 

concerned about public health and the 

environment have asked the South Dakota 6th 

Circuit Court to overturn an air quality permit 

granted the by SD Board of Minerals & 

Environment to Hyperion Refining LLC, a Texas 

business group proposing to construct the 

Hyperion Energy Center, including a large oil 

refinery, in Union County. The SD Board granted 

the permit in August 2009 after a contested case 

hearing earlier that year. The Sierra Club is joined 

in this suit by Save Union County and Citizens 

Opposed to Oil Pollution. The three organizations 

contend that the permit: 

• Does not address a wide range of environmental 

impacts that would be caused by the oil refinery; 

• Fails to require that Hyperion include the best 

technologies available to protect the public from 

air pollution; 

• Does not adequately assess the facility‘s impact 

on air quality in the area; and 

• Otherwise fails to comply with applicable 

federal and state laws. 

 The groups also claim, that prior to the 

issuance of the permit, the SD Board was required, 

but failed, to order an Environmental Impact 

Statement be issued under South Dakota law. The 

groups also charge that the Board did not lawfully 

allow the public to review data and other 

information that would allow them to address 

other material flaws in the Hyperion permit 

application. 

 Living River Group Chair Jim Heisinger is 

especially concerned about the pollution threats 

posed by the project. ―Our appeal,‖ explained 

Heisinger, ―cites a number of violated state and 

federal air quality laws. For example, the permit 

granted by the board does not consider several 

important requirements of the federal Clean Air 

Act, including requiring the best available 

technologies to prevent pollution from being 

released into the air.‖ 

 Heisinger said the permit is also flawed 

because the SD Board of Minerals & Environment 

relied on inaccurate and incomplete data to 

evaluate Hyperion‘s projected pollution impacts. 

The three organizations are asking the Court to 

reverse the permit approved by the Board. A 

decision in the case might not be forthcoming until 

summer. 

 

Reprinted from Pines & Prairie, newsletter of the SD Chapter of 

the Sierra Club, Jan/Feb/March 2010 
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Hyperion’s Future a Mystery 
by Peter Carrels, Sierra Club‘s regional representative 

 The steadily fading future of oil refining casts doubts on the validity and appropriateness of 

Hyperion‘s oil refinery proposal. 

 Hyperion has proposed a 400,000 barrel-per-day oil refinery for Union County in southeast South 

Dakota. If built, this will be the sixth-largest oil refinery in the United States, and it will release more 

carbon dioxide per barrel than any other refinery in the nation. Hyperion officials have indicated the 

facility would emit more than 19 million tons of carbon dioxide annually, doubling the amount of 

carbon dioxide pollution presently produced by all other sources in South Dakota. 

 The Hyperion oil refinery would process Canadian tar sands crude 

oil, an especially dirty oil containing high levels of toxins and chemicals. 

 The Sierra Club, especially the Living River Group, has been 

concerned about the potential impacts of the Hyperion refinery—

including impacts on air quality and water resources—since the proposal 

first surfaced more than two years ago. Club activists are now 

additionally concerned that Hyperion‘s proposal is either a smokescreen 

for a different industrial venture, or is simply a mistake that will result in 

thousands of acres of excellent farmland in Union County changing hands from local ownership to 

absentee ownership. 

 Hyperion‘s proposal represents an anomaly, though, as the national trend is a downsizing of the oil 

refinery industry. In recent years, refineries are either closing or are operating at reduced capacity. 

 A spokesman for Tesora Corporation, a mid-sized oil refining company with hundreds of retail fuel 

outlets, including in South Dakota, told The New York Times that his industry has too much capacity. 

―We need refineries to be shut down,‖ said Lynn Westfall, Tesoro‘s chief 

economist. 

 Nationally, the number of oil refineries has fallen from a peak of more 

than 300 in 1982, to about 150 operating today. The U.S. Department of 

Energy reports that in 2009, American refineries operated at about 75% 

capacity. Energy experts have indicated that gasoline consumption in the 

United States reached its height in 2007 at 9.7 million barrels per day, and 

that oil use will never again rise to those levels. 

 Valero Energy Corporation, the largest U.S. oil refiner, recently closed 

a refinery in Delaware. ―The golden age of refining – if it ever existed – 

didn‘t last very long,‖ said Valero‘s Bill Day, in summing up today‘s oil 

refining industry for The New York Times. 

 ExxonMobil‘s domestic refineries lost $203 million in the third quarter of 2009. The oil giant also 

saw its profits from global refineries drop by $2.7 billion.  

 Another major oil company, Chevron, announced its earnings on domestic oil refining dropped by 

almost $1 billion in the last quarter. 

 Reasons for the state of the refining industry are increasing fuel efficiency standards for cars and 

trucks, existing and looming regulations regarding carbon emissions and the inevitable arrival of 

cleaner, electric vehicles.  

 ―We think the trends are clear,‖ said Living River Chair Jim Heisinger. ―We don‘t think there is a 

market for a large, new oil refinery that releases vast quantities of carbon and other pollution and 

destroys the rural area.‖ 
 

-reprinted from Pines & Prairie, newsletter of the SD Chapter of the Sierra Club, Jan/Feb/March 2010 

The golden age of 

refining—if it ever 

existed—didn’t 

last very long. 

—Valero Energy 

We need refineries 

to be shut down. 

—Tesero Corporation 
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Charmaine White Face Wins True West Magazine Award 
White Face Among “Best of the West” 

 

 The editors of True West magazine have given one of their Best of 

the West awards to Charmaine White Face. The award, the Best Living 

Indian Rights Crusader for 2010, was given to Ms. White Face for her 

writing and her work with Defenders of the Black Hills. 

 The magazine stated: ―She is a voice for the Black Hills—and it‘s a 

task Charmaine White Face has gladly undertaken for more than two 

decades, as a columnist for several newspapers and an activist. She 

formed Defenders of the Black Hills in 2002, working to end logging, 

mining and exploitative tourism of this area, which is sacred to her 

Oglala Sioux tribe. Her work has received international recognition, and 

she hopes that will help return the Black Hills to its rightful owners—the American Indians.‖ 

 Ms. White Face was informed of the award through a letter. ―I am totally flabbergasted,‖ she 

laughed, ―I didn‘t even know a disabled grandma could receive such an award.‖ (continued on p. 9) 
 

S.D. Conservationist Michael Williams Dies 
 

 Michael Williams, 67, of Watertown and the first three-term national president of the Izaak Walton 

League of America, died on March 2 after a long illness. 

 Before he was elected to lead the national group in 2007, Williams was a key player in South Dakota 

about a decade ago as conservation groups successfully fought efforts to change the definition of 

seasonal wetlands so they could be readily drained. In many ways, the fight defined Williams‘ views of 

the outdoors. ―What was really important to him was protecting wetlands and native prairie and clean 

water. He understood the value of clean water and wetlands, and it was so easy for him to articulate that 

to people,‖ said Jim Madsen, Izaak Walton League vice president and who will fill Williams‘ term. 

 Chuck Clayton of Huron preceeded Williams as president. He recalls Williams‘ commitment to 

protecting natural resources. ―He never gave up on unpopular ideas. People would get mad at him. He 

would put himself on the wrong side of public opinion. He still fought for what he thought was right.‖ 

―My kid used to own an English bulldog. Mike had the same kind of trait,‖ Clayton said. 

 Williams regularly had the ear of Sen. Tim Johnson on policy initiatives to preserve and restore 

prairie ecosystems. ―I have known Mike for many years, and he was always a tireless advocate for 

conservation and a valuable voice to have in any debate on wildlife issues,‖ Johnson said in a statement. 

―I will miss his passion and dedication, and I know that the work he has done over the years will 

continue to be felt across South Dakota.‖ 

 Williams was a graduate of Northern State University (Aberdeen). He taught high school in 

Frederick, Clark and Watertown before earning a master‘s degree from the University of Wyoming and 

working in Colorado. 

 In 1988, Williams returned to Watertown and became active in the Izaak Walton League, Ducks 

Unlimited, SD Wildlife Federation, Upper Big Sioux Watershed Project and the Masons and Elks. 

 Perhaps he was such a dogged conservation leader because he knew what was at stake. Williams 

keenly enjoyed the outdoors he sought to protect. Clayton recalls sitting in duck blinds with him and 

marveling at the number of song birds Williams could identify by sound alone. 

 Williams stated ―The earth is God‘s gift to us. Our gift to Him is to take care of it.‖ 
 

Source: Out of Doors, newsletter of South Dakota Wildlife Federation, March 2010 

 

Photo courtesy Native Pulse Radio 
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White Face (cont. from p. 8):  The activities of Defenders of the 

Black Hills have been to increase the awareness of the public to 

environmental issues in the Black Hills and the surrounding area. 

Ms. White Face‘s writing as a newspaper columnist also tried to 

educate people on the Fort Laramie Treaty, for which White Face has been a staunch advocate at the 

United Nations. She was appointed to the position of Spokesperson for the Teton Sioux Nation Treaty 

Council in 1994. 

 ―My work has not just been for Indian people,‖ White Face said, ―but for all the people in the United 

States. If the Constitution, the foundation of the country is weakened, then the whole structure will fall.‖ 

This theme was stated consistently in her newspaper columns over the years as she continually referred 

to Article VI of the Constitution which states that ‗treaties are the supreme law of the land.‘ 

 Although educated as a scientist at Black Hills State University and the University of North Dakota, 

White Face worked as a teacher and administrator before she began writing in the mid 1980s. More than 

500 pieces have been published including a non-fiction book entitled ―Testimony for the Innocent.‖ She 

is currently working on finishing a collection of her writings. 

 See the True West article online: 

http://www.truewestmagazine.com/stories/best_of_the_west_winners_2010/1350/16/ 
 

Manure Becomes Pollutant as Volume Grows Unmanageable 
By David A. Fahrenthold, Washington Post Staff Writer, March 1, 2010 

 

 Nearly 40 years after the first Earth Day, this is irony: The United States has reduced the manmade 

pollutants that left its waterways dead, discolored and occasionally flammable. But now, it has managed 

to smother the same waters with the most natural stuff in the world.  

 Animal manure, a byproduct as old as agriculture, has become an unlikely modern pollution 

problem, scientists and environmentalists say. The country simply has more dung than it can handle: 

Crowded together at a new breed of megafarms, livestock produce three times as much waste as people, 

more than can be recycled as fertilizer for nearby fields.  

 That excess manure gives off air pollutants, and it is 

the country's fastest-growing large source of methane, a 

greenhouse gas. And it washes down with the rain, 

helping to cause the 230 oxygen-deprived "dead zones" 

that have proliferated along the U.S. coast. In the 

Chesapeake Bay, about one-fourth of the pollution that 

leads to dead zones can be traced to the back ends of 

cows, pigs, chickens and turkeys.  

 Despite its impact, manure has not been as strictly 

regulated as more familiar pollution problems, like 

human sewage, acid rain or industrial waste. The Obama 

administration has made moves to change that but 

already has found itself facing off with farm interests, 

entangled in the contentious politics of poop.  

 In recent months, Oklahoma has battled poultry 

companies from Arkansas in court, blaming their birds' 

waste for slimy and deadened rivers downstream. In 

Florida, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

proposed first-of-their-kind limits on pollutants found in 

manure. (continued on page 10) 

Road Salt Affects Nation’s 

Northern Waters 
 

 A recent U.S. Geological Survey 

study indicates that levels of chloride, a 

component of road salt, are elevated in 

many urban streams and in some 

groundwater across the northern 

United States. 

 Researchers analyzed data from 

1,329 wells and 100 streams in 19 

states in the northern United States in 

forested, agricultural and urban areas. 

Overall, 15 percent of all streams had 

chloride levels exceeding the 

recommended federal criteria set to 

protect aquatic life. 
 

source:  EPA’s Nonpoint Source News-Notes, Issue 

#89 (February 2010) 

www.epa.gov/newsnotes/pdf/89issue.pdf.   

 

We’re online!  

Log in: 

sdrcworks.org 

http://epa.gov/methane/sources.html
http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/standards/rules/florida/factsheet.html
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Manure (cont. from p. 9): In the 

Senate, Benjamin L. Cardin (D-

Md.) has proposed a bill that 

would allow farmers in the 

Chesapeake watershed to cut 

pollution more than required and 

sell the extra "credits" to other 

polluters. The EPA, in the middle 

of an overhaul for the failed 

Chesapeake cleanup, also has 

threatened to tighten rules on 

large farms.  

 "We now know that we have 

more nutrient pollution from 

animals in the Chesapeake Bay 

watershed" than from human 

sewage, said J. Charles Fox, the 

EPA's new Chesapeake czar. 

"Nutrients" is the scientific word 

for the main pollutants found in 

manure, treated sewage, and 

runoff from fertilized lawns. 

They are the bay's chief evil, 

feeding unnatural algae blooms 

that cause dead zones.  

 Around the country, 

agricultural interests have fought 

back against moves like these, 

saying that new rules on manure 

could mean crushing new costs 

for farmers.  

 "It's clearly going to put a 

squeeze on people that they've 

always said they didn't want to 

squeeze," including family-run 

farms, said Don Parrish of the 

American Farm Bureau 

Federation.  

 The story of manure is 

already a gloomy counterpoint to 

the triumphs in fighting pollution 

since the first Earth Day in 1970. 

An air pollutant that causes acid 

rain has been cut by 56 percent. 

By one measure, the output from 

sewage plants got 45 percent 

cleaner.  

 But, according to Cornell 

University researchers, the 

amount of one key pollutant—

nitrogen—entering the 

environment in manure has 

increased by at least 60 percent 

since the 1970s.  

 "We've dealt with the kind of 

conventional pollutants," that 

helped spark the first Earth Day, 

said Donald F. Boesch, president 

of the University of Maryland 

Center for Environmental 

Science. "Now, we see the things 

that are eating our lunch, if you 

will, are natural products . . . that 

are just overloading the system."  

 The reasons for manure's rise 

as a pollutant have to do, 

environmentalists say, with a 

shift in agriculture and a soft spot 

in the law.  

 In recent decades, livestock 

raising has shifted to a smaller 

number of large farms. At these 

places, with thousands of hogs or 

hundreds of thousands of 

chickens, the old self-contained 

cycle of farming—manure feeds 

the crops, then the crops feed the 

animals—is overwhelmed by the 

large amount of waste.  

The result in farming-heavy 

places has been too much manure 

and too little to do with it. In the 

air, that extra manure can dry into 

dust, forming a "brown fog." It 

can emit substances that 

contribute to climate change.  

 And it can give off a smell 

like a punch to the stomach.  

 "You have to cover your face 

just to go from the house to the 

car," said Lynn Henning, 52, a 

farmer in rural Clayton, Mich., 

who said she became an 

environmental activist after 

fumes from huge new dairies 

gave her family headaches and 

burning sinuses. The way that 

modern megafarms produce it, 

Henning said, "Manure is no 

longer manure. Manure is a toxic 

waste now."  

 In the water, the chemicals in 

manure don't poison life, like 

pesticides or spilled oil. Instead, 

they create too much life, and the 

wrong kinds.  

 "You get Miracle-Gro for 

your water," said David Guest, a 

lawyer for the group Earthjustice 

who has fought for tougher limits 

on pollution in Florida.  

 The chemicals in manure 

serve as fertilizer for unnatural 

algae blooms. They drain away 

oxygen as they decompose. 

Scientists say the number of 

suffocating dead zones—oxygen-

depleted areas where even worms 

and clams climb out of the mud, 

desperate to respire—has grown 

from 16 in the 1950s to at least 

230 today. The Chesapeake's is 

usually the country's third largest, 

after the Gulf of Mexico and 

Lake Erie.  

 The law, however, has treated 

manure and other agricultural 

pollutants differently than 

pollutants from smokestacks and 

sewer pipes. 

 The EPA does not set a hard 

cap on how much manure can 

wash off farms, instead issuing 

guidelines that apply only to the 

largest operations. (cont., p.11) 

http://www.whorunsgov.com/Profiles/Benjamin_L._Cardin
http://cardin.senate.gov/pdfs/chesapeakebill.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airmarkt/progress/ARP_1.html
http://www.epa.gov/owm/wquality/index.htm
http://www.earthjustice.org/
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Manure (cont. from p. 10) In large operations, the rules 

might limit how much manure farmers can spread on 

individual fields, for instance, or order them to plant grassy 

strips along riverbanks to filter manure-laden runoff. Even 

that level of regulation has only been in place since the 

1990s.  

 But now, the EPA has signaled an intent to tighten its 

grip. Last Monday, the agency announced that reducing 

manure-laden runoff was one of its six "national enforcement 

initiatives." New rules went into effect in December that will 

impose even tighter restrictions on large farms.  

 Last fall, the U.S. Department of Agriculture also 

considered a change to its guidelines, which would have 

limited the amount of manure farmers could apply to their 

fields. But then it scrapped that idea, saying the issue needed 

more study.  

 Last week on the Eastern Shore, where farmers raised 

568 million chickens last year, the problem of excess manure 

was still big enough to see from the road.  

 "See how dark that one pile is? That's chicken manure," 

said Kathy Phillips, 61, an environmental activist who patrols 

the peninsula for piles of manure stored outdoors. As a steady 

rain fell, she said that pollutants were probably leaching off 

that mound—as tall as a van and the color of dark-roast 

coffee— and into ditch water that would eventually reach the 

Pocomoke River, then the Chesapeake.  

 Phillips usually surveys these piles from the air. She has a 

mental map of dozens of these off-smelling mounds.  

 "I don't want to be the Poop Lady," said Phillips, who got 

into environmentalism because she loved to surf Ocean City's 

beaches. "But, you know, somebody had to talk about this. 

It's like this dirty little secret."  

 A few miles north, the poultry giant Perdue has come up 

with one way to dispose of excess manure. At a $13 million 

plant outside Seaford, Del., tons of poultry manure are dried, 

heated to kill off bacteria and compressed into pellets of 

organic fertilizer that is sold to golf courses or homeowners.  

 "This is sort of a reverse chicken," said Perdue 

spokesman Luis Luna, as bulldozers moved manure below. 

"In a chicken, the food goes in and the poop goes out. Here, 

the poop comes in and the plant food goes out."  

 That helps Chesapeake's manure problem, but it isn't the 

whole solution. Luna said there is enough manure on the 

Shore to keep more plants like this running— but Perdue isn't 

planning to build more yet. So far, the fertilizer doesn't sell 

well enough to make that cost-effective.  

SDRC Esther Edie Scholarship 

Fund Raffle Sale 
 

 SDRC board member, Charlie 

Johnson has donated a quarter of beef 

from his farm near Madison to be 

given away at the SDRC annual 

meeting this fall.  Johnson raises this 

beef on all organic grains and hay, no 

commercial feed, no hormones, and 

no antibiotics.  SDRC will conduct a 

raffle sale from now until this fall. 

Proceeds will be directed to the Esther 

Edie environmental scholarship fund.  

There will only be 100 tickets printed 

and the cost is $10/ticket.  This is a 

great opportunity to provide a 

donation to the scholarship fund while 

at the same time having an 

opportunity to place some wholesome 

locally grown beef into a worthy 

household. 

 For those who renew their 

membership in 2010, SDRC is 

providing an opportunity to purchase 

your ticket(s) at the time of your 

membership renewal.  If you have no 

need for beef or feel you do not have 

storage for it, still please consider a 

ticket purchase regardless.  You can 

place the name of a relative, neighbor, 

or a worthy cause on your ticket 

receipt.  Last year’s winner, Scott 

Parsley of Madison, donated his prize 

to the local food pantry.  Remember 

this ticket purchase is for a most 

worthy cause—a contribution to the 

legacy and memory of Esther Edie. 

 Again, only 100 tickets will be 

sold.  Tickets can be sold to non-

members also, so get to the front of 

the line and purchase yours today.  

Buy one for a friend or a worthy 

cause.  Consider making your SDRC 

membership renewal and raffle 

purchase at the same time.  Don’t 

forget our youth and students as SDRC 

attempts to recognize their 

contributions to South Dakota.  They 

are South Dakota’s number one 

resource.   

 

http://www.dpichicken.org/download/FACTS09.doc
http://www.coastkeeper.blogspot.com/
http://www.perdue.com/
http://www.perdueagrirecycle.com/about.html


 12    ECO FORUM March/April 2010  


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER OF THE SOUTH 

DAKOTA RESOURCES COALTION 
 

ECO FORUM is the monthly newsletter of the South Dakota 
Resources Coalition: a statewide coalition of organizations and 

individuals concerned with the enhancement of South Dakota‘s 
environment and the wise use of its resources. The opinions 

expressed are not necessarily the opinions of SDRC or its member 

organizations. Articles and letters may be submitted for publication 
to ECO FORUM Editor, 928 4th St. #4, Brookings, SD, 57006-0066. 

We reserve the right to edit submissions and to delay their 

publication until there is space for them, if necessary. 
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Senator Tim Johnson: 

136 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Washington, DC 20510-4103 

(202) 224-5842 (Washington) or (800) 537-0025 (SD field office) 

Washington fax: (202) 228-5765 

Web: johnson.senate.gov/contact 

Senator John Thune 
United States Senate SR-493, Washington, DC 20510 

(202) 224-2321 or (866) 850-3855 (both Washington) 

Washington fax: (202) 228-5429 

Web: thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Email 

Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin 
331 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 

(202) 225-2801 (Washington) or (866) 371-8747 (SD field office) 

Washington fax: (202) 225-5823 

Web: hersethsandlin.house.gov/contact2.htm 

President Barack Obama 
The White House, 1600 Penn. Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20500 

Comments: (202) 456-1111 or Switchboard: (202) 456-1414 

Web: www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 
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